
For further information, including how to donate, please contact the Director  
of Pastoral Affairs at edmundadamus@rcdow.org.uk Tel: 020 7798 9363  
or the Administrator at sjsfadmin@rcdow.org.uk Tel: 020 7798 9063

The St John Southworth Fund was created 
from existing legacies and trusts within the 
Diocese of Westminster, some dating back 
as far as the 1850s. Its overall purpose is 
to assist those in poverty or in danger of 
deprivation, including the homeless, migrants 
seeking sanctuary, the elderly and infirm, 
and children or young people in poverty or 
with disabilities,  It does this by supporting 
parishes, organisations and projects 
throughout Greater London, as well as by 
giving some grants direct to  individuals. 

Since its launch in December 2007 the 
Fund has made over 150 awards.  The 
Grants Panel meets quarterly and makes 
awards across the 33 London boroughs, in 
accordance with the wishes of the original 
benefactors. These boroughs lie in the 
Catholic dioceses of Brentwood, Southwark 
and Westminster. There is also specific 
provision to support charitable activities in 
the boroughs of Hackney, Haringey, Tower 
Hamlets and Islington. Some limited funds are 
also available for the parts of Westminster 
Diocese outside the London boroughs.

Some parishes have already contributed to 
the Fund via ‘poor box’ donations or through 
Lenten Alms. As the current economic 
downturn continues, it is hoped that the 
capacity of the Fund can continue to grow in 
order to provide an ongoing practical means 
of supporting pastoral responses to the 
critical situations being experienced by many 
families and individuals.
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Date New  
applications

Awarded 
full amount 
requested

Partial  
award

= Total 
number of 
awards

Total value  
of grants 
awarded £

April 2009 33 22 7 29 93,986
July 2009 27 7 14 21 58,051
November 2009 24 9 9 18 84,474
January 2010 27 9 9 18 111,297
Totals,  April 2009 
- March 2010

111 47 39 86 347,807
(£209,225 last year)

Applications received and grants awarded April 2009 – March 2010 
(through the standard grant scheme)

The St John Southworth Fund has awarded 
grants of over £1.2 million since its inception 
in 2007. The response of the Diocese to 
current economic hardships by the giving of 
the additional large grants has predictably 
depleted the capital. Donations and  
legacies are therefore vital to help to  
build it up again, in order to keep it as a 
sustainable grant fund for the future.

“�I can hardly express the difference 
this is going to make to our lives … a 
profound thank you to all concerned”

“�I went downstairs to share the great 
news of your grant with the children … 
our centre is a very, very happy place 
to be today!”

“�The grant represents a great help 
to her as she remains without any 
support from the Government; her 
Asylum appeal will now not be heard 
until 2011.”

“�Our pledge from the St John 
Southworth Fund has been invaluable 
in securing other funding and we would 
like to thank you sincerely for providing 
us with the ‘seed money’ to get this 
project up and running.”

£5,000 to Cedars (Chiswick Christians  
4 Community Ltd) for programmes, 
workshops and skills development at a youth 
drop in centre

£10,000 to St Thomas More parish, Manor 
House, towards a youth and community project

£5,100 towards a bursaries fund to 
enable 16-18 year olds to attend the 2009 
Brightlights Young Adults’ Festival

£10,000 to Baytree Centre, Brixton, for their 
Family Enrichment Programme

Grants to the families of disabled young 
people for mobility equipment

Constituent funds: 

The Benevolent Society for the Relief  
of the Aged and Infirm Poor

The London Poor 

The Zimmerman Trust

The New Children’s Fund

The Metcalfe Fund for under-privileged  
or handicapped children

The Sister Joseph Harding Trust

The St John Southworth General Fund

£4,885 to a Borehamwood parish towards 
refurbishment of church rooms for children’s and 
community use

Of the 47 grants to organisations, 11 received the maximum grant of £10,000 while 
9 received under £3,000.  A “typical” grant was around £5,000.  The 39 grants to 
individuals/families ranged from £120 to just over £5,000. 

Special large grants to assist in alleviating the effects  
of the economic crisis

In early 2009 the Trustees of the Diocese of Westminster, with direction from the 
Archbishop’s Council, responded to the increased needs arising from the growing 
economic crisis by facilitating the award of some larger grants for a limited period 
of one year.  Existing and new initiatives were considered, which sought to alleviate 
the effects of job loss, homelessness and accommodation problems and gave credible 
pastoral and practical support to marriages, families and individuals falling on hard times. 

19 large grant applications were considered and 10 large grants awarded.

Total value of large grants awarded: £555,619.

£10,000 to the Cardinal Hume 
Centre for their advice service 
to asylum seekers, refugees and 
migrants

£2,000 to Bromley Churches 
Housing Action towards their 
LATCH project, providing 
accommodation for young 
homeless

£5,000 to Apostleship of the Sea for 
chaplaincy in Upper Pool of the Thames

£10,000 to Our Lady of Hal parish, Camden 
Town, for night shelter and facilities for homeless

Grants to needy families, backed by  
St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre, to go to Lourdes

£4,000 to Peckham Churches Action 
Network for their 121 Foodbank

£4,900 to Bromley Welcare for their 
Family Support Work project

School uniform grants to 2 families

Donations received April 2009-March 2010:  £43,657
Thank you to all our donors


